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Amtrak cars dangle off the tracks over Interstate 5 after the derailment Monday near DuPont, Wash., about 50 miles south of Seattle. 


‘Train derails in Wash.; at least 3 dead 


About 100 injured as 
Amtrak passenger cars 
spill onto interstate 


BY RODIKA TOLLEFSON, 
Luz Lazo 
AND ASHLEY HALSEY III 


DUPONT, WASH. — An Amtrak 
train making its inaugural trip on 
a new service from Seattle to 
Portland, Ore., derailed near here 
early Monday while crossing an 
overpass, toppling cars onto one 
of the busiest highways on the 
West Coast, killing at least three 
people and injuring about 100. 
The wreck left 65-ton passen- 
ger rail cars scattered — several of 
them on the highway below, one 
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Around 7:40 a.m. 
The train derails off 
an overpass 
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Amtrak 
Cascades 
- Train 501 
arrives 32 
minutes late 
at Tacoma 
station 
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Shortly before the crash, records 
show the train at'a speed of 81 
mph as it nears an area where the 
speed limit is 30 mph. 
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tucked under the bridge it was to 
cross, others beside the railroad 
embankment and one dangling 
from the bridge with an end 
resting on the rail car that had 
been in front of it. In all, 13 of the 
train’s cars jumped the tracks, 
officials said. 

At least five vehicles passing 
below on Interstate 5 — including 
two tractor-trailers — were heavi- 
ly damaged as the rail cars from 
Amtrak Cascades Train 501 fell 
from above. 

Seconds later a member of the 
train crew radioed a dispatcher: 
“Amtrak 501, emergency, emer- 
gency, emergency. We’re on the 
ground. . We were coming 
around the corner to take the 
bridge over I-5 there, right north 
in Nisqually, and we went on the 
ground.” 

AMTRAK CONTINUED ON A16 


Trump team to 
ress Mueller 


ASSURANCE OF EXONERATION IS SOUGHT 


Increase in tension is more likely to be outcome 


BY DEVLIN BARRETT, 
JOSH DAWSEY 
AND CAROL D. LEONNIG 


White House lawyers are ex- 
pected to meet with special coun- 
sel Robert S. Mueller III’s office 
late this week seeking good news: 
that his sprawling investigation’s 
focus on President Trump will 
soon end and their client will be 
cleared. 

But people familiar with the 
probe say that such assurances are 
unlikely and that the meeting 
could trigger a new, more conten- 
tious phase between the special 
counsel and a frustrated presi- 
dent, according to administration 
officials and advisers close to 
Trump. 


People with knowledge of the 
investigation said it could last at 
least another year — pointing to 
ongoing cooperation from wit- 
nesses such as former Trump cam- 
paign adviser George Papadopou- 
los and former national security 
adviser Michael Flynn, as well as a 
possible trial of two former Trump 
campaign officials. The special 
counsel’s office has continued to 
request new documents related to 

TRUMP CONTINUED ON A9 


Pence’s Middle East trip delayed 
The vice president is waiting to 
possibly cast a tiebreaking vote. A4 


GOP tax bill clears House panel 
Higher-income households are the 
biggest winners. A10 


Kozinski retires amid 
misconduct allegations 


15 women have accused 
9th Circuit judge, who 
was facing an inquiry 


BY MATT ZAPOTOSKY 


Alex Kozinski, the powerful 
judge on the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the 9th Circuit who was facing 
a judicial investigation over alle- 
gations that he subjected women 
to inappropriate sexual behavior, 
announced Monday that he 
would retire effective immedi- 
ately. 

In a statement provided by his 
attorney, Kozinski apologized, 
saying that he “had a broad sense 


of humor and a candid way of 
speaking to both male and female 
law clerks alike” and that, “in 
doing so, I may not have been 
mindful enough of the special 
challenges and pressures that 
women face in the workplace.” 

He added: “It grieves me to 
learn that I caused any of my 
clerks to feel uncomfortable; this 
was never my intent. For this I 
sincerely apologize.” 

Kozinski, 67, said that although 
family members and friends had 
urged him to stay on, “at least 
long enough to defend myself,” he 
“cannot be an effective judge and 
simultaneously fight this battle. 
Nor would such a battle be good 
for my beloved federal judiciary. 
And so I am making the decision 
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ESPN president Skipper 


announces resignation 


Executive steps aside, 
cites substance addiction 
in unexpected departure 


BY RICK MAESE 


ESPN president John Skipper, 
one of the most powerful figures 
in sports and media, stunned 
employees Monday with his sud- 
den resignation, capping the 
most tumultuous year in the 
network’s history and casting un- 
certainty on its immediate fu- 
ture. 

Skipper told employees in an 
email that he has struggled with 
a substance addiction for many 
years and was stepping down 
from his posts as ESPN president 
and co-chairman of the Disney 
Media Networks. 

“I have decided that the most 


important thing I can do right 
now is to take care of my prob- 
lem. ... I come to this public 
disclosure with embarrassment, 
trepidation and a feeling of hav- 
ing let others I care about down,” 
Skipper wrote. 

Skipper has been the network’s 
guiding force in an unpredictable 
period, helping it secure televi- 
sion rights to some of the sport- 
ing world’s biggest franchises 
and charged with steadying the 
ship amid changing viewership 
habits that resulted in a dramatic 
drop in subscription numbers in 
recent years. 

Not long ago, the company was 
regarded as perhaps the most 
bulletproof in all of media, but 
this year, ESPN has laid off hun- 
dreds of employees amid declin- 
ing subscriptions and has been 
rocked by criticism that its talent 
and programming has become 
too political, Even President 
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Trump talked of rescinding Gorsuch nomination 


with legislators. 


BILL O'LEARY/THE WASHINGTON POST 
Neil M. Gorsuch, right, is shown with Sen. Richard Blumenthal (D-Conn.) in February, 


BY ASHLEY PARKER, 
JOSH DAWSEY 
AND ROBERT BARNES 


For nearly eight months, President Trump 
has boasted that appointing Neil M. Gorsuch to 
the Supreme Court ranks high among his sig- 
nature achievements. 

But earlier this year, Trump talked about 
rescinding Gorsuch’s nomination, venting an- 
grily to advisers after his Supreme Court pick 
was critical of the president’s escalating attacks 
on the federal judiciary in private meetings 


Trump, according to several people with 
knowledge of the discussions, was upset that 
Gorsuch had pointedly distanced himself from 
the president in a private February meeting 
with Sen. Richard Blumenthal (D-Conn.), tell- 
ing the senator he found Trump’s repeated 
attacks on the federal judiciary “dishearten- 
ing” and “demoralizing.” 

The president worried that Gorsuch would 
not be “loyal,” one of the people said, and told 
aides that he was tempted to pull Gorsuch’s 
nomination — and that he knew plenty of other 

GORSUCH CONTINUED ON A8 


Court nominee withdraws: Matthew Petersen 


when Gorsuch’s nomination to the Supreme Court was before the Senate. 


won't join the federal bench in the District. A2 


IN THE NEWS 


ANDREW SHURTLEFF/CHARLOTTESVILLE DAILY PROGRESS/AP. 


Police chief quits Alfred Thomas has left the 
Charlottesville Police Department in the wake 
of a report on the deadly rally in August. BL 


National security strategy President Trump 


laid out a mission statement for his 


administration that pushes America first. A6 


THE NATION 

A judge ordered the 
Trump administration 
to allow abortions for 
two pregnant undocu- 
mented teenagers in 
U.S. custody. A3 

Puerto Rico’s governor 
ordered a recount of 
hurricane fatalities after 
media reports pointed 
to possibly many more 
deaths than tallied. A12 
Officials from Georgia 
Power faced tough ques- 
tions after an outage on 
Sunday shut down the 
Atlanta airport. A16 


THE WORLD 
A prominent couple, 
Honey and Barry Sher- 


man, died of strangula- 
tion at their home, 
Toronto police said, 
another turn in a puz- 
zling case. A3 
Moscow’s attempts to 
reinvent itself as a mod- 
ern, tech-friendly city 
have included a broad 
system of video surveil- 
lance. A5 

Protesters in Hondu- 
ras blocked streets and 
called for a new vote af- 
ter irregularities were 
found in the presiden- 
tial election. A5 

South Africa’s ruling 
party elected a reformer 
who helped end apart- 
heid as its new presi- 
dent. A6 


THE ECONOMY 

The pricing of a drug 
used to treat periodic 
paralysis has had a zig- 
zagging trajectory, 
showing what a big 
business opportunity 
selling therapies for rare 
diseases has become. A7 
Twitter suspended ac- 
counts associated with 
the right-wing group 
Britain First — includ- 
ing ones that originated 
anti-Muslim messages 
that were retweeted by 
President Trump. A7 
The FDA proposed a 
tougher enforcement 
policy toward homeo- 
pathic drugs, including 
those marketed for can- 
cer, heart disease and 
addictions. A12 


THE REGION 

Prince George’s Coun- 
ty officials will increase 
scrutiny of student 
grade changes and grad- 
uation requirements af- 
ter allegations of fraud 
in graduation rates. B1 
A 38-year-old former 
Metro Transit Police of- 
ficer was found guilty of 
trying to help the Islam- 
ic State. B1 

Virginia Gov. Terry 
McAuliffe (D) has made 
a fourth and final push 
for Medicaid expansion 
in the state budget. B2 
A report said that gen- 
trification may be accel- 
erating racial integra- 
tion in D.C. schools, es- 
pecially the traditional 
public schools. B5 


HEALTH & SCIENCE 
Medical mystery 
The cause of a teen’s 
seizures was as simple 
as it was uncommon. E1 


STYLE 

Year of the sleeve 
How Melania Trump wore 
hers defined her profile, 
Robin Givhan writes. C1 


LOTTERIES... 
OBITUARIES 
TELEVISION.. 
WORLD NEWS... 


e | PostPeints 
-B3 DAILY CODE, DETAILS, B2 
E 4581 


CONTENT © 2017 


The Washington Post / Year 141, No. 14 


ppu wauw 
0 3 


70628'21100 


